Languages across the globe define and categorize things with their own relationships and definitions. Although the particular words frequently reference the same things, lack of a common universal language creates a language barrier across cultures. Similarly, lack of common terms in science creates obstacles for both scientists in the same field and across various disciplines. An ontology is like a universal language for scientific terms to bridge the barrier within and between fields of science.

Understanding the cell cycle process is important to understanding cancer. David’s work entails creating an ontology that merges mouse genome data from MGI into a Cell Cycle Ontology. He will write programming scripts and use various database techniques to select the various bits of information that are related to the cell cycle. The resources will be compiled together in an ontology editor program to create a completed ontology. This new ontology will enable scientists to analyze cell cycle data for mice more effectively and efficiently, thereby contributing to the use of mice as a model for human cancer.
